
I have the most fantastic barber.   Somehow, 

when he cuts my hair, he manages to cut only 

the white hair – or, at least, that is all I see 

on the floor around me……  How does this 

happen?   As the trees will soon change to 

their autumn colours and, too soon thereafter, 

shed their leaves, so each of us will change as 

time flies past.   Likewise, our church  

community grows and changes.  New faces, 

new ideas, new ministries – the church 

evolves. 
 

This coming year will mark significant  

changes in the larger church.   Presbyteries 

and Conferences will cease to be. Our  

Governance Structure will morph into  

Regions and we will be a part of the new 

“Region 15” comprised of Nova Scotia and 

Bermuda. The exact workings and  

ramifications will not be fully realized until 

we experience this new birth.   While there is 

very little impact on our congregation, some 

congregations, like people, will find any 

change traumatic.  As Christ says, “I will be 

with you” to see you through.   
 

Talk and discussion will continue around 

becoming an Affirming Congregation and 

what it means to be fully inclusive for all our 

members.  Also, expansion of the church 

building will be a growing challenge.  
 

As we look at ministry, I want to try a Youth 

Group meeting – to laugh, learn and live out 

our faith.  Starting Tuesday, October 23rd 

at 6:30pm. Another experiment is a  

Wednesday evening gathering entitled  

Mind and Soul …  

a Message from our Minister 

Messenger 
a publication of  

Port Wallis United Church 

An Open Evolving Community, Discovering Spirituality, Enriching Life for ALL 
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WORLDWIDE COMMUNION DAY 

On Sunday October 7, 2018 we will have 
communion at both worship services.    

“Lies We Believe About God,” where we will  

disperse myths and fallacies people in  

general believe about God and which have 

crippled the souls of too many people.   

Starting November 7th at 7:00 pm. 
 

Tuesday evening’s Discussion Group is  

always a feisty place to discuss  

contemporary developments from a faith  

perspective.  The Rev. Blake Caldwell tries 

dutifully to keep everyone under control!!!  
 

Thursday evening Choir is always a place to 

enjoy fellowship, stretch your vocal chords 

and learn a phenomenal amount about  

music from Adam, our choir master.  He 

knows his stuff!  
 

Family Fun Nights offer people an  

opportunity to gather, play games, eat and 

enjoy an evening out with neither cost nor 

fret.  
 

Port Wallis is a place 

where we will nurture 

your spirit and your 

body.  We will help you 

evolve in every manner.  

 

Come and change with 

us.   

       The  Rev. Ivan Gregan 
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 A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR YOUé   

 

As I look out the window on yet another beautiful 
day, I am so thankful for the wonderful summer 
we have had.  Our family has enjoyed a number of 
day trips to various parts of our beautiful coastline.  
One does not have to travel very far in Nova Scotia 
to appreciate that which is at our own back door.  
We also celebrated the wedding of our eldest 
grand-daughter in New Brunswick, a reminder of 
how fast time goes by. 

As many of us return to a more regular routine in 
our lives, our church calendar reminds us of the 
many wonderful activities that are available to us  
in and around our church community.  It  
challenges us to think about and decide where  
we will get involved as we move forward on our 
personal journey of faith. 

Looking out another window, the window of our 
lives, there is so much to see, but not all that  
pretty.  We see all the insane political strife in the 
United States, and in our own land and so many 
other places as well. Dozens of wars still rage in 
every part of our world.  Racism, hate, mistrust, 
seem to be unfortunately the order of the day.   
Forest fires, hurricanes, erupting volcanoes and 
earthquakes, millions of displaced peoples,  
shootings happening closer and closer to the  
places where we live, all part of our daily  
existence. 

The fact is, we are no longer insulated from the 
disasters of the real world.  There are more  
questions than answers.  In the midst of so much 
confusion and uncertainty, where does our faith 
come in?  Surely something so important should 
be a consideration as we seek for answers, for  
direction in our lives as we move forward. 

As you check the church calendar, you will find 
different venues, information sessions, discussion 
groups, attempts to draw our church community 
together to share and discuss things that really 
matter in the lives of ourselves and our families.   
I hope you will take the time in your busy lives to 
participate in some of these gatherings. 

As we approach another Thanksgiving Day, we 
should all pause and thank our God for all our 
blessings, and, in case that does not work for you, 
then you at least should thank your lucky stars. I 
look forward to the seasons ahead as we  
continue our spiritual jour-
ney together as a hoping,  
dreaming and active  
community of faith. 

 

Blessings,  

Rev. Blake Caldwell 

 
Nous parlons francais. Hablamos espangol  
Wir sprechen Deutsche. Tha Gaidhlig againné  

And we speak English too! 

THE OBSERVER Magazine 

Itôs soon time to renew (or try for the first time) 
your subscription to The Observer.  

Founded in 1829, The United Church Observer is 
the oldest continuously published magazine in 
North America and the second oldest in the Eng-
lish speaking world.   

The annual subscription is $25.00 if you order 
through the church,  and is due by  
October 28th.  Please make your cheque paya-
ble to ñThe Observerò and leave at the Church 
office or speak to Heather Kugler.   

Please make cheques payable to ñThe Observer.ò 
Thank You  

Calling all young singers! Junior Choir is start-
ing again. Of course, anyone can join  
anytime and we take youth of all ages.  

We plan to perform at least twice during the Fall 
and during the Christmas season (White Gift 
service and the evening Christmas  
Concert).  If parents have any questions, please 
contact Liz Joyce at lizjoyce5@gmail.com  See 
Liz or Adam for details. 

mailto:lizjoyce5@gmail.com
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 MAJOR SUPPERS UPDATE 

The Major Suppers Committee is in the planning stages for the Blueberry supper, Turkey supper, Evans and 
Doherty and Dinner Theatre for the coming season.   

The Volunteer Appreciation evening with strawberry shortcakes was a hit. Thanks to Thelma, Claudia, Sue 
and team.  This event saw a very good turnout and the desserts were amazing. 

The Blueberry Supper was held on Friday evening, Sept 21st, and we traditionally prepare for 150 -170 
guests.  We do this meal as an end of the work week, on the way home meal, a treat to everyone.  Just a 
note, Paul Miller has supplied all the blueberries for this supper, they are high bush berries grown on his 
property, thank you Paul. 

Marie Burrell will be coordinating the Turkey supper again this year, thank you Marie. 

Dates for upcoming dinners:  

 Turkey supper ï Saturday November 3 

 Evans and Doherty ï Saturday November 17 

Dinner Theatre:  

Wally has agreed to lead this yearôs Dinner Theatre in the kitchen as his other commitment workload does 
not ramp up until April and he will coordinate the lobster supper in May, as well.   

Coordinators for suppers are something we need.  These tasks are better filled by a two person team, such 
as exist currently with Wally and Heather K, much easier for two individuals than one.  If you would like to 
offer for the position of a Supper coordinator, even for one or two of these events would be greatly  
appreciated. 

This committee wishes to say thank you for your support in allowing us to put these dinners on at Port  
Wallis, it is an honour to do so on your behalf, and we have fun in doing so. 

From the Kitchen and The Major Suppers Committee 
 
Wally Chivers & Heather Kugler 
 

The Small Lunch Committee welcomes baked 

goodsðall the time! Please drop off your donations 

of baked goods and we will ensure they get used, 

whether for coffee and fellowship on Sundays, or 

for other small gatherings.  

All donations are welcome and greatly appreciated. 

Please continue to support the Committee by  

taking your refundable containers to Bluenose  

Recycling on Woodlawn Road and ask them to 

credit the Port Wallis account.  

 

SPECIAL SERVICE  

CELEBRATING THE 

BOND OF HUMANS AND 

ANIMALS 

Please join us at Stairs Memorial United 
Church, 44 Hester Street  on October 
14th @ 1:00 pm rain or shine for a cel-
ebration of the  
human - animal bond. Bring your  
animal, the memory of your animal or 
the dream of having an animal in your 
life and receive a blessing. Roxanne 
Sperry will be leading the celebration. 

We will be in the parking lot or the 
church hall rain or shine.  Bring a chair 
and a bagged lunch and be in  
community with other folks that love 
their animals.   

This is a chance to share your stories 
about the animals in your life. 
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE COMMITTEE OF STEWARDS 

Ten members of the congregation work on your behalf to keep us financially healthy and  
materially sound to help us achieve our spiritual goals.   

As you all know, our budget is in the public domain, meaning that it is fully accessible for your in-
formation. To this end é 

¶ You may attend the stewardsô monthly meeting and hear firsthand the budget report  

¶ You may attend the Official board meeting and hear firsthand the quarterly budget report 

¶ Once a year, normally in February you may attend the annual congregational meeting to ac-
cept, modify or reject the proposed new-yearôs budget.   

Even with all these opportunities, very few members stay on top of our financial situation. This is 
why we bring this important message to you. 

OUR BUDGET 

Our annual budget amounts to $216,000 a year. This is roughly $4,000 a week that we need to 
run our church. To be blunt, we are not meeting this requirement and we havenôt been for some-
time.  As of August 31st this year, we are in the red in the amount of $9,720.  (Note: this is normal at 
this point in the year, but an indicator of our reliance on the major supper fundraisers.) 

To compensate for the lack of offerings we have been relying more and more on suppers, dinner 
theatres and other fundraisers to pay daily expenses.  

We fundraise a great deal here in Port Wallis.  There are 8 to 10 activities throughout the year, 
which bring in about $31,000 or 14% of our budget.  

Best practices for Congregational finance warn you not to exceed 10% in fundraising activities. 

We now stand at 14%, and all these activities are very labour intensive.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STEWARDS 

Our  fundraisers are good for Port Wallis. They have a place in the social fabric of our  
congregation and they foster a great sense of friendship and camaraderie. They are needed. 

But, and there is always a but é financially, it is unhealthy for us to rely as much as we do on 
fundraisers to pay daily expenses; we should be meeting a greater portion of our daily expenses 
through our Sunday offerings.  

Close on the heels of our over-reliance on fundraising is our insufficient level of Sunday Offerings 
to pay for the churchôs daily expenses.  Sunday Offerings are short 14% to pay for routine  
expenses; partly due to a small contribution base (less than 190 regular donors). Contributions are 
hugely unbalanced. On one hand we are blessed with extremely generous people, on the other 
hand, could most of us do more? 

When you look at the chart on the next page, a snapshot of offerings during April to June this 
year, you can see the differing levels of contributions to Port Wallis.  

¶ Top 4 contributors (2%) provide, as much as 42% of the congregation population. 

¶ Four people provide 14% of the total offerings. 

¶ 30% of the congregation provide less than 5.5% of the offerings 

¶ This means that two thirds (130) contributes nearly 95% of the offerings. 
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We are asking all our families, members and friends here at Port Wallis to consider the value of 
Port Wallis to you. Whether it is spiritual, food for the soul, a moment of reflection during your 
week.  

Whatever it is, Port Wallis has value in your life. What is it worth to you?  Is it worth a little bit 
more than what you have been given for the last few years? Can you put your shoulder to the 
wheel and help us out - a little bit more to make ends meet.     

Any increases in your Sunday offerings would go a long way here at Port Wallis.    

CONCLUSION 

If you look around the world, if you watch the news you probably realize how fortunate we are to 
be part of the Port Wallis congregation. Please consider your contributions to: 

Å Making this place relevant for the next generation. 

Å Leaving this building in better shape, than when we first took it, and  

¶   Helping us achieve the many unfulfilled goals we have been talking about for years.  

           Thank you from your Committee of Stewards 

hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ !ǇǊƛƭ мΣ нлму - WǳƴŜ олΣ нлму 

І ƻŦ IƻǳǎŜπ
ƘƻƭŘǎ 

҈ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ hǾŜǊ ŀ о-aƻƴǘƘ ¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ 

м лΦр҈ ϷнллΦлм   лǾŜǊ Ϸнслл                    оΦфт҈   ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

м лΦр҈ ϷмрлΦлм - ϷнллΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷнΣслл                оΦфт҈    ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

н мΦм҈ ϷмллΦлм - ϷмрлΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷмΣфрл                рΦфр҈    ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

мп тΦр҈ ϷрлΦлм - ϷмллΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷмΣолл              нтΦу҈      ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

о мΦс҈ ϷплΦлм - ϷрлΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ     Ϸсрл               нΦфт҈     ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

мм рΦф҈ ϷолΦлм - ϷплΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ     Ϸрнл               уΦто҈     ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

он мтΦм҈ ϷнлΦлм - ϷолΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ     Ϸофл            мфΦлс҈      ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

по ноΦл҈ ϷмлΦлм - ϷнлΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ     Ϸнсл            мтΦлу҈      ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

нр моΦп҈ ϷрΦлм - ϷмлΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ     Ϸмол              пΦфс҈      ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

рр нфΦп҈ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷрΦлл   ¦Ǉ ǘƻ        Ϸср              рΦпс҈     ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ 

мут 
ǘƻǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜπ
ƘƻƭŘǎ 

                                        млл҈ 
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PORT WALLIS UNITED CHURCH 
263 Waverley Road Dartmouth,  

Nova Scotia  B2X 2C8  

Telephone: 902-435-3644   
Email:  port.wallis.uc@ns.sympatico.ca  

Website:  www.portwallisunitedchurch.ca    

www.Facebook.com/portwallisunitedchurch  

mailto:port.wallis.uc@ns.sympatico.ca
http://portwallisunitedchurch.ca/
http://www.Facebook.com/portwallisunitedchurch

