Port Wallis United Church
“An Open Evolving Community, Discovering Spirituality, Enriching Life For All”.
October 1, 2017
Dear Friend of Port Wallis United Church,
For four weeks, starting on October 15, 2017, our Church community will be participating in the “Salt
and Light” Stewardship Program. We invite you to make a special point of attending church during
these four weeks to learn more.
We ask for your prayerful consideration of the material in this letter explaining what we are about at
Port Wallis and offering you an opportunity to help as you are able.
Stewardship is caring for God’s Gifts of Spirituality, Hospitality, Time, Talents, Treasure, and Terrain. It
is, also, about cultivating opportunities to offer these gifts so that we may grow into greater semblance
of Christ.

Stewardship is not just about money,
it is also about taking care of, and serving others.
The “Salt and Light” Program provides an opportunity for us to tell the story of our church community
– our story – to each other, to the community at large, and how each of us helps to make God’s
mission happen.
For the past 65 years Port Wallis United Church has stood in this location (with a few physical
makeovers) to provide a place of worship and spiritual guidance in the name of Jesus Christ. We, also,
reached out to the wider community in many ways and continue to do so providing space to many
organizations in our community. This we see as our mission which is reflected in the Mission Statement
at the head of this letter.
Many people do not realize what our contribution of time, talent and treasure in fact accomplish every
year at Port Wallis. The visual on the next page gives you a glimpse of what we achieve through our
Stewardship here at Port Wallis United Church.
As you can see by this graphic on the next page, which lists some of the accomplishments we make
happen together, Port Wallis United Church and its community are an integral part of making change –
not only in our local area but in the world abroad.
We are blessed to have so many congregational members who offer their gifts to all areas of our
church work whether it be through helping out at dinners, greeting at the door on Sunday morning,
reading in church services, singing in the choir, serving on committees, ministering to our children
through Sunday School, organizing or assisting at fund raisers or through financial donations
Port Wallis United Church | www.PortWallisUnitedChurch.ca
263 Waverley Road, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2X 2C8 Telephone: 435-3644

2

Together we make it possible for those who wish to delve more deeply in their spiritual journey and
help with community outreach. We support the Mission and Service Fund of the national church that
provides monetary and personnel support to mission projects locally, nationally and internationally.

As part of the Salt and Light program, we are asking all members of our
Port Wallis Family to consider how you can help our community and others
in the world, by donating your time, your talent, your treasure.

What is Stewardship?
People often think stewardship is only about donating money. But donations of time and talent are in
fact more important. As we made plans for the Salt and Light program, it was clear to the committee
that the work we do at Port Wallis is only possible because of all three. If you take talent and time out
of the equation and people donated only their money … we would not be able to achieve all that we
do, allowing us to do so much to serve and take care of others.

Time ~ Talent ~ Treasure … make it all possible
It is our hope that you will consider how you contribute to Port Wallis United Church and to the work
that our church provides to the church family and to the wider community.
Over the four-week Salt and Light program we are asking that you review all of your contributions to
Port Wallis and ask yourself if you can make a change – whether by donating your time or talents as a
volunteer, by making a commitment to continue or if possible increase your financial commitment.

Donating Time and Talent
At Port Wallis United Church, we have a variety of groups, committees and many other ways our
members and community can donate their time and talents. This diagram on the next page shares the
variety of areas where our Congregation requires assistance from people like you.
It is a blessing to have such a large number of committed individuals who continue to assure that the
work of Christ is happening here at Port Wallis United Church.
Would you be interested in donating your time and talent in any of these areas, or in any of the other
ways listed on the talent volunteer form that follows? In any of the ways listed, could you help in the
stewardship at Port Wallis by taking care of and serving others?
You can fill out the Time and Talent Donation form that follows, or use the electronic form on our
website – www.PortWallisUnitedChurch/vol-form. Please let us know where and how you would like
to help with our mission.
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There is a guide on our website, that details out all the departments, boards, committees and what the
roles and responsibilities are and their mission within Port Wallis United Church. You can view this on
our website at: www.PortWallisUnitedChurch.ca/roles
Please indicate all areas of interest to you on the attached form. We always need new volunteers, even
if not needed immediately, we will keep your name on file for future opportunities that arise.
Please note that some roles listed on our Time and Talent Donation form require specific training or
skills, or official nominating via the annual nomination process. They may also have a set term.

Making a Financial Commitment
Not everyone has the time to contribute their time or talent, and we appreciate this as well. Lives are
busy these days. Sometimes, it can be easier to make a financial contribution and there are a variety of
ways this can happen as well.
The next chart shares a breakdown of the financial giving offered by our congregation in 2016. We ask
that you review this chart and reflect on where are you on the step chart. Whether confirming the
same level of support, committing to increase your giving for the coming year, or by registering for PAR
to ensure your donation commitment happens regularly…your commitment will help Port Wallis as it
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makes plans to support and reach out to our immediate community and the community beyond our
doors.
(Many of our families use the PAR system for donations and there is a brochure and PAR form attached
to this letter if you would like to learn more and start using this system.)
Please review this chart below and if you are able to make a commitment in writing, please fill out the
Financial Donation Commitment form that follows.

We will introduce and begin the messages about the Salt & Light Program on Sunday, October 15th and hope you
make plans to attend these 4 weeks of special services. Special worship services are part of this amazing
experience for our community at Port Wallis. You will not want to miss this.
On behalf of the “Salt and Light Committee”, I want to thank you for your support in the past, present and in the
future. Every contribution, whether it is Time, Talent or Treasure are all of value and will help Port Wallis
continue its good work.
Blessings,

Bert
Bert Lafontaine
Chair, Salt & Light Committee for Port Wallis United Church
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Please note: Your returned information will be treated as confidential. Please return your forms to the church
by Sunday November 19, 2017 or drop them off anytime at the church office.

Can you make a Donation of your Time or Talent?
Time and Talent Donation Information
Name
Street Address
City, Province, Postal Code
Phone
E-Mail Address

Where would you like to donate your Time or Talents at Port Wallis and volunteer?
___ Trustees
___ Trustees
___ Stewards

___ Readers and Greeters

___ Elders (Session)

___ Sunday Morning Coffee / Snacks Prep

___ Treasurer / Bookkeeper

___ Feeding Others of Dartmouth

___ Christian Education / Development

___ Major Suppers Committee

___ Sunday School Teacher

___ Small Lunch Committee

___ Sunday School Treasurer

___ Prayer Shawl Committee

___ IT Committee

___ United Church Observer

___ Pastoral Care Committee

___ Junior Choir

___ Church Beautification

___ Senior Choir

___ Ministry and Personnel Committee

___ Musicians to shares talents at services

___ Men’s Group

___ Funeral Choir

___ Committee of Stewards

___ Port Wallis Players - Actors

___ Envelope Secretary

___ Dinner Theatre Support - set/setup/teardown/serve

___ Bereavement Committee

___ Technical Support for Lights/ Sounds/ Projectors

___ Newsletter Committee

___ Trades / Skills Volunteer

___ Vacation Bible School Volunteer

___ Bell Ringers for Sunday Morning

___ Newcomer/Refugee Committee

___ Bake Squares/ Food

___ Affirming Ministry Committee

___ Donate supplies – Sunday school / kitchen /office
___ Other ideas you may have __________________

___ Long Range Planning Committee

___ Weekly Bulletin and / Newsletter Folders

Should you offer your name to volunteer for a particular function or committee, your name will be forwarded to the
appropriate committee and they will be in touch with you.

Can you make a Financial Donation Commitment of Treasure?
Name:
Phone:
Email:
Commitment Information
I (we) pledge a total of $____________________ to be paid: ☐weekly ☐monthly ☐quarterly ☐yearly
☐ I would like to give through PAR and have included the completed form.
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