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Epiphany – Feast of the Magi  
  

MUSICAL PRELUDE 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 We gather virtually as a community of faith seeking light. 
  Light that will guide us on our way. 
 We gather seeking clarity and knowledge, 
  Light that will guide us on our way. 
 We gather seeking new perceptions, understandings and truths. 
  Light that will guide us on our way. 
 We gather with millions from throughout time, seeking God’s Christ, 
  Light that will guide us on our way. 
 We gather seeking light that will draw us to the Source of all Creation  
 from whom all Creation flows and to whom we shall all return.   
  Let us worship God. 
 

INTROIT 
 The first Nowell an angel appeared  
 to wake up the shepherds in fields as they lay 
 Attending their sheep on a cold frosty night  
 with the news of a Saviour who’s born on this day. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! 
  

 The Magi looked up and saw a star   
 shining in the east beyond them far, 
 And to the earth, it gave great light,  
 as it heralds the coming of God’s own Light! 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! 
 

 Now let us all with heart and voice,  
 with Magi and seekers together rejoice! 
 For God has come to show us the ways  
 on a journey of faith to thrive through these days. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! 
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PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 Radiant God, Light for all people and all places,  
 by the guidance of a star, You led the Magi to discover the Christ.   
 By the Light of Faith, lead us to discover You in new and unexpected places.   
 Like the Magi, guide us onward in our Journeys of faith,  
 to that place where we shall find your incarnated Presence.   
 This we pray in the Name of Jesus Christ, the Light of all Creation, Amen. 
 

HYMN  #  87  (VU)  I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 

I am the Light of the World! You people come and follow me. 
If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery  
Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled.  
When the star in the sky is gone. 
When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home. 
The work of Christmas is begun!    
 I am the Light of the World! You people come and follow me. 
 If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery  

Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

To find the lost and lonely one, 
To heal that broken soul with love, 
To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 
To feel the earth below the sky above! 
 I am the Light of the World! You people come and follow me. 
 If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery  
 Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

To free the prisoner from all chains, 
To make the powerful care, 
To rebuild the nations with strength of goodwill, 
To see God’s Children everywhere. 
 I am the Light of the World! You people come and follow me. 
 If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery  
 Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

To bring hope to every task you do, 
To dance at a baby's new birth, 
To make music in an old person’s heart, 
And sing to the colours of the earth! 
 I am the Light of the World! You people come and follow me. 
 If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery 
 Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 
I am the Light of the World. Words and music by Jim Strathdee. Copyright © 1969 Desert Flower Music.  
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 



SCRIPTURE LESSON – Matthew 2: 1 – 12  
 

A TEACHING TIME  (a time of learning for younger folk) 
 

TEACHING PRAYER  
In peace, dear God, I come to You through Jesus Christ who makes me new 
And while I run or play or rest, be with those whom I love best, 
Guide me in your Holy Way, as You walk with me each day, AMEN. 

 

HYMN  # 81  (VU)  AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright, 
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore your splendour see. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, to that lowly manger bed, 
there to bend the knee before Christ, whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with eager pace ever seek your throne of grace. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heavenly King. 
 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed lives at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds your glory hide. 
 

In the heavenly country bright none shall need created light; 
you its light, its joy, its crown, you it’s sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing hallelujah to our King. 

 

REFLECTION on the Scripture 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH (en français à page 919 dans Voices United) 
 

We are not alone.  We live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
 Who has created and is creating, 
 Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
  To reconcile and make new; 
 Who works in us and others by the Spirit.  
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the Church; 
  To celebrate God’s Presence,  To live with respect in creation,  
  To love and serve others, To seek justice and resist evil,  
 To proclaim Jesus, Crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
 In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
 God is with us. We are not alone.   
 Thanks be to God.   
 Amen. 



 

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father….. Notre Père….. Ar n-Athair….  주님의 기도    Fader vår….  
Ons Vader….  Onze Vader…  Vater unser… Padre Nostro…  Padre nuestro… 
主の祈り       主禱文       أَبَانَا       Isä meidän    Πάτερ ἡμῶν     Baba yetu 

 

HYMN  #  92  (VU)  IN THE DARKNESS SHINES THE SPLENDOUR  
In the darkness shines the splendor of the World who took our flesh,   
welcoming, in love’s surrender, death’s dark shadow at his crèche.   
Bearing every human story, Word made flesh reveals his glory. 
 

Light of nations, veiled in history, born of woman’s flesh and blood,  
calling to the depths of mystery restless hearts that seek the good.   
Healing every human story, Word made flesh reveals his glory. 
 

Broken bread, sustaining us in sorrow, wine poured out to toast our joy;  
exodus and new tomorrow, life’s full promise to enjoy!   
Gladdening every human story, Word made flesh reveals his glory. 
 

All God’s people, sing in jubilation of the birth that sets us free,  
telling of the revelation:  Jesus, God’s epiphany.   
Celebrate the human story!  Word made flesh reveals our glory.” 

 

In the Darkness Shines the Splendor. Words: Bernadette Gasslein. Harmony by Arthur Henry Mann. 
Words copyright © 1992 Bernadette Gasslein. Harmony copyright © Novello and Company Limited.  
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 

 
PARTING PRAYER (in unison) 

Bless to us, O God, this day,   
The doors we open,   
The thresholds we cross,  
And all the roads that lie before us. 

 Go with us always as we go and,  
 at the close of our day, welcome us home. 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
We are reminded that the Light of Christ is not in candles nor institutions  
but within each of us.  We are the Light of the World 

 

BENEDICTION 
May the blessing of the Maker be yours, 
 Encircling us, above us and within us. 
May the blessing of the Son be yours, 
   The Wine and the water, the Bread and the stories,  
 to feed us and remind us. 
May the blessing of the Spirit be yours, 
 The wind and the fire, the still small voice of calm,  
 to comfort us and disturb us. 
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May the blessing of God, Three-in-One and One-in-Three,  
be yours, this day and every day, 
 To protect us, defend us, encourage us and strengthen us. 
And may we bless each other, 
 A blessing rooted in our common pilgrimage,  
  the blessing of a friend. 

 

EXCHANGING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
    Mention someone’s name and hold them in your heart. 

 

CHORAL PRAYER  (Singing - Tune is at # 298 in Voices United) 
 When you walk from here,    
 When you walk from here, 
 Walk with Justice, walk with Mercy, 
 And with God’s Humble Care. Linnea Good 1991  
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 

 


