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Christmas Eve         9:00 PM  Communion                  24 December 2021 
Port Wallis United Church is an open Congregation that affirms you as a child of God,   

made in God’s Image, and loved by God. 
 

The Sacrament of Communion is open to all people. 
PRELUDE 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  In the quiet of the evening, God is present.  
 In unexpected places, God is present. 
 In unexpecting people, God is present.  
 In this chapel tonight, God is present.  
 In our homes with us, God is present. 
 Let us worship God for God is present. 
 
HYMN  #  48  (VU)  HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING  

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity. 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACH 

Ever present God, who is revealed and revealing through Christ,  
and whose Presence and Power we see in Jesus,  
may he be born again not in Bethlehem in the past but in this place in this present moment. 
Give us courage to receive him,  
strength to hold him,  
love to enfold him,  
and courage to follow him.  
May we know that Christ is your Christmas Gift to humanity.  
Infuse us with your Holy Spirit that we may be filled with your Presence,  
to be a light for humanity, 
and to live for your glory and the good of all people.  In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.  
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES AND THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE as we sing   

  (interspersed with the lighting of advent candles – Hope, Peace, Joy, Love). 
 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright, A candle of hope in December’s dark night, ... 
 

A candle is burning, a candle of peace,  A candle to signal that conflict must cease, … 
 

A candle is burning, a candle of joy, A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy, … 
 

A candle is burning, a candle of love, A candle to point us to heaven above, … 
 

We honour Messiah with Christ Candle’s flame, our Christmas Eve Candles glad tidings proclaim, 
O come all ye faithful, rejoice in this night As God comes among us, the Christian’s true Light. 
 

 A Candle Is Burning. Words copyright © Sandra Dean 1986. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License 
# A-734202. All rights reserved. 

  
SCRIPTURE LESSON – Luke 2: 1 - 20 
 
HYMN #   67  (VU)  SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! Alles schläft; einsam wacht 
nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar. Holder Knab' im lockigen Haar, 
schlaf in himmlischer Ruh', schlaf in himmlischer Ruh'. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born, 
 
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
REFLECTION 
 
HYMN  #  71  (VU)  TWAS IN THE MOON OF WINTERTIME 

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, when all the birds had fled, 
That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria. 
 
Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found, 
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped His beauty round; 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song rang loud and high: 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria. 
 
The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair 
As was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before Him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria. 
 
O children of the forest free, the angel song is true, 
The holy child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 
Come, kneel before the radiant boy, who brings you beauty, peace and joy. 
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria. 

 



‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime. Music: French Folksong. Words: Jean de Brebeuf; English translation by Jesse Edgar Middleton. English text 
copyright © 1927 the Frederick Harris Music Co. Arrangement copyright © 1971 H Barrie Cabena. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission 
under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

God is with you 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
 We lift them up to the LORD. 
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are You, Eternal God,  
 whom the entirety of heaven cannot contain  
 much less these words with which we speak of You.  
Your Eternal Word has sprung from You,  
 become incarnate in our midst, and present to us in this Sacrament of Love.  
Your life-giving Breath swirls around us,  
 impregnating us with your vision of a new heaven and a new earth.  
Therefore, with the entire company of the redeemed on earth and in heaven,  
we join with the heavenly host to sing: 
  

Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 
Blessed is HE, blessed are we, blessed are all who come. 
Hosannas ring, Archangels sing, Blessed are all who come. 
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 

 
On that night, when your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, those who were condemned by the 
world to be last and least became the first and foremost in your kingdom as they rushed to Bethlehem to 
behold your Presence.  
 We praise You for your everlasting Light revealed through womb and tomb,   
 through cradle and cross, and through incarnation and resurrection.  
As we wait and watch for your coming among us,  
we proclaim your faithfulness and forgiveness in times past,  
your graciousness and goodness in times present,  
and your gifts of inspiration and insight for the future.  
With your church throughout the world, we proclaim our faith: 
 Christ has come from God,  
 Christ has lived among us,  
 and Christ will come again!   

Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon our offerings of Bread and Wine, breathe new life into 
them and sanctify them for your glory. Grant that we may filled with your grace and become more fully 
your incarnated Presence, defending the marginalized, healing the broken hearted, lifting up the fallen, 
restoring the penitent and proclaiming your love. 
 

Remember your Church scattered over the face of this earth,  
gather her in unity and preserve her in peace.  
 Remember all who have gone before us  
 and who are now gathered with us at your Table.  
 
 



In communion with them, hear our prayers. 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in thy manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy:  
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his Blood,  
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body,  
and our souls washed through his most precious Blood,  
and that we may evermore dwell in Him, and He in us. 

 
Joining with all creation, with all the heavenly host, with all things visible and invisible,  
we worship and glorify You always. 
 

 Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church,  
 all glory and honour is yours, Almighty God, now and forever, 
 

     (singing) 
 

    Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 
                   THE LORD’S PRAYER 

    Let us each pray in our own language. 
   Our Father….. Notre Père….. Ar n-Athair….  주님의 기도    Fader vår…. 

Ons Vader….  Onze Vader…  Vater unser… Padre Nostro…  Padre nuestro… 
主の祈り       主禱文       أَبَانَا       Isä meidän    Πάτερ ἡμῶν     Baba yetu 

 
                             SHARING THE SACRAMENT 
 

HYMN  # 44  (VU)  IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold, 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all-gracious King!" 
The world in solemn stillness lies to hear the angels sing. 
 

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN  #  43  (VU)  GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.  
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.  
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour's birth.  
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.  
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.  
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
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Merry Christmas  Joyeux Noël   Nollaig chridheil   Vrolijk Kerstfeest  Geseënde Kersfees  Fröhliche Weihnachten! 
Nollaig shona  Boun Natale  ¡Feliz Navidad!  God Jul     메리 크리스마스      メリークリスマス عید میالد مجید 
                                      
 
 


