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* Εν αρχη ην ο λόγος * In the beginning was the Word  * Au commencement était la Parole *  An toiseach bha am Focal  *   Al principio, c’era colui che è “la Parola” 
Advent 4                                         19 December 2021 

 

Port Wallis United Church  
is an open Congregation that affirms you as a child of God,   

made in God’s Image,  
and loved by God. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME / BIENVENUE / FAILTE / PJILA’DIK 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LAND 
  We acknowledge that we are meeting in Mi’kma’ki,  
 the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People. 
 

LIGHTING OF A CHRIST CANDLE  (for use at home and together on Sunday morning) 
You, O God, are light shining in the darkness of the universe,  
guiding us onward from what was to what can be.  May this candle, whether lit or unlit,  
remind me of your presence and bring me comfort in every day.   
In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 People of God, the Table is set for a meal with God. 
  Can God be waiting for us? 
 People of God, the entire creation is looking in expectation of God! 
  Can God be waiting for us? 
 People of God, the pathway is clear, all obstacles are removed.   
  Can God be waiting for us? 
 People of God, God is coming to meet us.  Let us gather to meet God. 
  Amen. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC  (tune at # 37 in Voices United) 
 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, gloria, alleluia! alleluia!  
Glory to God! Glory to God! Glory in the Highest! 
Glory to God! Glory to God! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 

Gloria. Music: Jacques Berthier, arr. Darryl Nixon. Music copyright © 1978, 1980, 1981 Les Presses de Taize. All 
Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACH  

Eternal God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One God –  
You have given birth to the universe in all its glory and wonder,  
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You have nursed the star fields with your light, creating new stars,  
and You have wrapped your gifts in swaddling bands and placed them in our midst. 
Open our eyes to see beyond human sight into your realm of insight,  
that we, like those who have gone before us,  
might make haste to discover your Presence.   
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, Amen.  
 

HYMN #  38  (VU)  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
 

 Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see, Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new born King. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

See him in a manger laid, whom the choir of angels praise. 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Holy God, Creator of all that is and lover of your creations,  
  Forgive the harm we have done to all whom You love and to all that You love, 
 You who have known us since before we took our first breath and who will love us long 
 after the breath is gone from us,  
  Forgive us when we hold our breath and refuse to speak  
  a word of encouragement, a word in defence, or a word in the cause of justice. 
 Merciful God, filled with compassion and patience,  
  Forgive us when we stand still unwilling to shift or change,  
  when we refuse to move onward toward You  
   and the future into which You are calling us, 
  or when we long for yesterday and live in the land of “the way things were”  
   while ignoring your Presence in this day and time. 
 Ever creating God, redeeming, restoring and re-furbishing  
  Re-create us and re-create your Church,  
   until we become the cradle that receives Christ.   
   In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE ~  LOVE 
 

Love is not always what we expect love to be. 
 It comes through unexpected people at unexpected times. 
God’s Love is not always what we expect it to be. 
 It comes in gentle whispers and in insistant voices  
 neither of which can we ignore. 
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God’s love seeks us out and finds us, it is present before we recognize it.  
 God loves us before we love God.  
And God surprises us with love in unexpected places.  
 God is waiting to surprise us now. 
The candle of love tells that God came to earth: 
 Is visible, present in Jesus’s birth! 
An angel brought good news to shepherds one night 
 from Bethlehem’s manger God’s Love light shines bright. 

 

Sung response ( # 6 in Voices United)  
A candle is burning, a candle of love, 
A candle to point us to heaven above, 
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth, 
For Jesus is bringing God’s Love to our earth.  

A Candle Is Burning. Words copyright © Sandra Dean 1986. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under 
License # A-734202. All rights reserved.  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   
 

 First Testament:  Micah 5: 2 – 5a  
 

 Responsive Lesson ~ Psalm 80   
  Reader,      Congregation,       Choir (and Congregation)  

 

O Shepherd of Israel, be gracious unto us 
Let your face shine upon us, O Come, Emmanuel! 
 

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 
     shine forth in the presence of your people. 
Awaken your celestial hosts; come and save us. 
 Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us and be gracious unto us 
     that we may be saved from the hands of our enemies. 

 

O Shepherd of Israel, be gracious unto us 
Let your face shine upon us, O Come, Emmanuel! 

 

How long, O LORD, God Almighty, must we wait? 
  Restore us, God Almighty; 
     let your face shine upon us and be gracious unto us and give us peace. 
You transplanted us like a vine from Egypt; 
 You prepared a garden for us and we took root in You. 
The mountains of the world were covered with the shade of your vine of faith, 
 Its branches reached as far as the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.   
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.      

   O Shepherd of Israel, be gracious unto us 
Let your face shine upon us, O Come, Emmanuel! 
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Return to us, God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! 
 Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted,  

 the son You have borne, the son of man you have raised up for yourself. 
 Revive us when we call on your name. 
Restore us, LORD God Almighty;  
 make your face shine upon us and be gracious unto us that we may be saved. 

 

O Shepherd of Israel, be gracious unto us 
Let your face shine upon us, O Come, Emmanuel! 

 

    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,  
      As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, amen.  
 

Gospel Lesson:  Luke 1: 47 – 55  (the Magnificat) 
 

A TEACHING TIME  (a time of learning for younger folk) 
 

TEACHING PRAYER  
In peace, dear God, I come to You through Jesus Christ who makes me new 
And while I run or play or rest, be with those whom I love best, 
Guide me in your Holy Way, as You walk with me each day, AMEN. 

 

HYMN #  62  (VU)  ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who, with God is over all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall. 
There among the poor and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew; 
he was tempted, scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew. 
Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
for that child who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 

REFLECTION 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We are not alone.  We live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
 Who has created and is creating, 
 Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
  To reconcile and make new; 
 Who works in us and others by the Spirit.   
We trust in God. 
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We are called to be the Church; 
 To celebrate God’s Presence,    
 To live with respect in creation,  
 To love and serve others,    
 To seek justice and resist evil,  
 To proclaim Jesus, 
  Crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.    
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Almighty and ever-present God,  
receive the gifts we offer, both visible and invisible,  
and use them and us  
for Your Glory and the good of all people.   
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
God is with you 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
 We lift them up to the LORD. 
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are You, Eternal God,  
 whom the entirety of heaven cannot contain  
 much less these words with which we speak of You.  
Your Eternal Word has sprung from You,  
 become incarnate in our midst, and present to us in this Sacrament of Love.  
Your life-giving Breath swirls around us,  
 impregnating us with your vision of a new heaven and a new earth.  
Therefore, with the entire company of the redeemed on earth and in heaven, we join 
with the heavenly host to sing: 
  

Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 
Blessed is HE, blessed are we, blessed are all who come. 
Hosannas ring, Archangels sing, Blessed are all who come. 
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 
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On that night, when your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, those who were 
condemned by the world to be last and least became the first and foremost in your 
kingdom as they rushed to Bethlehem to behold your Presence.  
 We praise You for your everlasting Light revealed through womb and tomb, 
 through cradle and cross, and through incarnation and resurrection.  
As we wait and watch for your coming among us,  
we proclaim your faithfulness and forgiveness in times past,  
your graciousness and goodness in times present,  
and your gifts of inspiration and insight for the future.  
With your church throughout the world, we proclaim our faith: 
 Christ has come from God,  
 Christ has lived among us,  
 and Christ will come again!   

Send forth your Spirit that we may more fully become your incarnated Presence, 
defending the marginalized, healing the broken and lifting up the fallen.   
 

Let your Spirit breathe life into our offerings of bread and wine  
that they may become vessels of your Presence entering into us  
and that we may be filled with your Grace.  
Remember your Church scattered over the face of this earth,  
gather her in unity and preserve her in peace.  
 Remember all who have gone before us  
 and who are now gathered with us at your Table.  
In communion with them and with all creation, we worship and glorify You always. 
 

 Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church,  
 all glory and honour is yours, Almighty God, now and forever, 
 

     (singing) 
 

    Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 

                   THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

   Our Father….. Notre Père….. Ar n-Athair….  주님의 기도    Fader vår…. 
Ons Vader….  Onze Vader…  Vater unser… Padre Nostro…  Padre nuestro… 

主の祈り       主禱文       أَبَانَا       Isä meidän    Πάτερ ἡμῶν     Baba yetu 
 

                             SHARING THE SACRAMENT 
 

HYMN #  35  (VU)  GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS REJOICE  
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! Jesus Christ is born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow and he is in the manger now! 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
 
 

https://ko.wikisource.org/wiki/%EC%A3%BC%EB%8B%98%EC%9D%98_%EA%B8%B0%EB%8F%84
https://sv.wikisource.org/wiki/Fader_v%C3%A5r
https://ja.wikisource.org/wiki/%E4%B8%BB%E3%81%AE%E7%A5%88%E3%82%8A
https://zh.wikisource.org/wiki/%E4%B8%BB%E7%A6%B1%E6%96%87
https://wikisource.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D9%8E%D8%A8%D9%8E%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8E%D8%A7
https://fi.wikisource.org/wiki/Is%C3%A4_meid%C3%A4n
https://wikisource.org/wiki/%CE%A0%CE%AC%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%81_%E1%BC%A1%CE%BC%E1%BF%B6%CE%BD
https://wikisource.org/wiki/Baba_yetu
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Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ is born for this. 
He hath opened heaven’s door and we are blessed forever more, 
Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save. 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save, 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting haul. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!   

 

PARTING PRAYER (in unison) 
Bless to us, O God, this day,   
The doors we open,  the thresholds we cross,  and all the roads that lie before us. 

 Go with us always as we go and,  
 at the close of our day, welcome us home. 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLE  
We are reminded that the Light of Christ is not in candles nor institutions  
but within each of us.  We are the Light of the World 

 

BENEDICTION 
May the blessing of the Maker be yours, 
 Encircling us, above us and within us. 
May the blessing of the Son be yours, 
   The Wine and the water, the Bread and the stories, to feed us and remind us. 
May the blessing of the Spirit be yours, 
 The wind and the fire, the still small voice of calm, to comfort us & disturb us. 
May the blessing of God, Three-in-One & One-in-Three, be yours, this day & every day 
 To protect us, defend us, encourage us and strengthen us. 
And may we bless each other, 
 A blessing rooted in our common pilgrimage, the blessing of a friend. 

 

EXCHANGING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
    Mention someone’s name and hold them in your heart. 

 

CHORAL PRAYER  (Singing - Tune is at # 298 in Voices United)  (Canada) 
 When you walk from here,  When you walk from here, 
 Walk with Justice, walk with Mercy, And with God’s Humble Care.  
            Linnea Good 1991  
 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 
 

We will continue with the Virtual service option using the same links and registration process 
as we have in place now. Register at www.portwallisunitedchurch.ca/virtual 
We now require “Proof of Vaccination” and a “Government issued ID” for all In-Person 
Worship Services. 

 


