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A CHRISTMAS BLESSING FROM THE MINISTER
The poet WH Auden wrote in “For the Time Being” these words:
He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
You will come to a great city that has expected your return for years.
Seek him in the Kingdom of Anxiety…
Once again, we have before us a Christmas that is different. People are anxious, stressed, and cautious. They are nostalgic for Christmases past. We
long for the way things were but maybe we are where things were.
Mary and Joseph lived in the Kingdom of Anxiety. They were teenagers, pregnant, having to pack up their belongings and head out on the road. Some of
you can remember being pregnant or with little children and having to pack the
car and head out on the road for ‘home’ for Christmas, to do your perceived or
expected duty – NOT FUN. Exhaustion, snow, ice, traffic brought great anxiety.
Parents or friends awaiting us were equally stressed.
At the same time, there were others who wished that they would have a reason
to be stressed, who wished that there were friends or family to await them,
and who wished for the ‘romanticized Christmas feeling’. All the world
seemed to live in the Kingdom of Anxiety.
How do we keep safe especially when we are suspicious of many around us?
How do we sing when we have to keep our masks on? How do we shout for
joy when we are told to not speak moistly? How do we handle having to be
registered and counted? How do we proclaim with heart and soul and voice –
“Christ is Born in Bethlehem!”
This is exactly like the first Christmas. Auden wrote, “You will come to a great
city that has expected your return for years.” Bethlehem, the City of David,
awaited the return of a descendant of David for centuries. Bethlehem not only
awaited – it expected – having nothing more to go on than a promise made by
God.
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Travelling through the Kingdom of Anxiety (that was as pressing as the times
we are in) comes an unlikely pair, bearing all the weight that we feel and even
more. By the world’s standards, Mary and Joseph were the lowest of the lowly
and yet a great city was awaiting them, expecting them, and all of heaven was
prepared for them. In the midst of that anxiety, a child was born. God was
present. The truth of the matter is that God is always present in the midst of
anxiety.
Even today, Christ is born not in Bethlehem but in every place, we find ourselves; alone in an apartment, gathered with our own small family or apart
from extended family, or one of the few who are brave enough to venture out
to greet friends – Christ is born for us.
Through all the anxiety of this world, God keeps his promise – I am with you –
and I will come to you, dwell with you and be with you forever.
This is the truth of Christmas. God is with us – we are not alone.

Merry Christmas ~ Joyeux Noel ~ Nollaig Chridheal

The Rev. Ivan Gregan
CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE
For all in-person worship services, please call the church office 902-435-3644 to register.

263 Waverley Road, Dartmouth, NS B2X 2C8 Tel: 902-435-3644
e-mail: port.wallis.uc@ns.sympatico.ca website: www.portwallisunitedchurch.ca

Port Wallis United Church

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2021

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING FROM BLAKE
Dear Friends:
After preaching just a dozen sermons as a young minister in his first church, a
great theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr worried that he had run out of ideas and
was repeating himself.
After preaching for thirty some years I can identify with Niebuhr. Even the
most indefatigable pastors surely must feel the same way when a new church
year begins with the season of Advent. In fact, as I write this article for the Advent newsletter, I face the same challenge. After all, the Christmas story and
its attendant texts don’t change so how can one approach the Advent season
year after year without running out of ideas or repeating oneself?
Similarly, we as Christians, looking for spirit and inspiration at Christmas time
can also feel that “there is nothing new under the sun” in so far as the Advent
season is concerned. How often can one put new wine in old wine skins?
How often can one find inspiration in a story which is so familiar? Taking this
challenge, a bit further, how do we celebrate another Christmas experiencing
the same stories year after year?” We still strive to buy the right gifts, prepare
the traditional food, create the Hallmark Christmas we’ve convinced ourselves
that we just can’t live without.
My hope for all of us is that through it all, we remain faithful as a community of
believers who live in a world where we live and are sent to others as ambassadors of Christ. May each of us find our own way of carrying out that mission.
May our spirits be refreshed as we reflect on the scriptures, songs, and prayers that we will experience as we participate in the worship offered by our
church whether in person or through the gift of virtual technology.
As we do, be assured that God will always find a way to be our comfort and
strength from age to age. God, who has taken the form of a helpless baby lying homeless in a bed of straw, will lead us to find a quiet place of simple faith
in the midst of this often-hectic Christmas season.
“Hark the glad sound, the Saviour comes, the Saviour promised long. Let every
heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song……and every voice a song.”
Blessings and Love,

Rev. Blake Caldwell
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CHURCH FINANCES
JANUARY-OCTOBER 2021

Income - 175,407
Expenses - 183,060
-7,653
Please Note the Church office
will be closed from December
26-January 3.
Please have your givings into the
Church by December 26, 2021,
to ensure they are included in
your 2021 givings.

ENTRANCE POLICY FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP
After careful and prayerful consideration along with much discussion, the Session of Port
Wallis has decided on the following Entrance Policy as of November 24, 2021. Because
Christ calls us to seek the health and welfare of all people, especially the fearful and anxious, and for the maximum safety of all people who are in our care and in our employ;
therefore, to attend “in-person Worship” the following guidelines are to be followed.
 It is our expectation that if you are attending “in-Person Worship Services” and because you care for the health of the other members in our congregation that, therefore, you are doubly vaccinated before entering the Building. Therefore, we will require “Proof of Vaccination” and a “Government issued ID”.
 If you have not been fully vaccinated, we invite you to join in worship virtually with
us and others.
 At the present time those provincially exempt are the exception.
 The Sanctuary will be thoroughly cleaned before worship.
 As you enter the building, you must wear a mask and sanitize your hands at the door
with the solution provided.
 Everyone will need to register at the door with your Proof of Vaccination, Government issued ID, your name, and a telephone contact number. An Elder will take the
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information, ask you the Covid-19 Questions and the information will be securely
kept in the office for 3 weeks and then destroyed.
 While wearing a mask that covers your nose and mouth, you will be escorted to a
seat in the Sanctuary and we ask that you remain there, masked, until you leave the
building.
 Those leading in worship, may remove their mask for their leadership period.
 We ask that you remain seated after worship and leave the Sanctuary in an orderly
fashion from the back to the front.
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