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* Εν αρχη ην ο λόγος * In the beginning was the Word  * Au commencement était la Parole *  An toiseach bha am Focal  *   Al principio, c’era colui che è “la Parola 

Season of Epiphany                                    16 January 2022 
 

Port Wallis United Church  
is an open Congregation  

that affirms you as a child of God,   
made in God’s Image,  

and loved by God. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME / BIENVENUE / FAILTE / PJILA’DIK 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LAND 
  We acknowledge that we are meeting in Mi’kma’ki,  
 the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People. 
 

LIGHTING OF A CHRIST CANDLE  (for use at home and together on Sunday morning) 
You, O God, are light shining in the darkness of the universe,  
guiding us onward from what was to what can be.   
Your Light from heaven shines out to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
May this candle, whether lit or unlit,  
remind me of your presence and bring me comfort in every day.   
In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
God is calling forth a new creation! 
 Made from what was with a dream of what can be. 
Out of the waters, God is bringing new life. 
 Formed from the elements of the earth and filled with God’s Breath. 
God nourishes this creation with God’s own Presence! 
 Today God invites us to the Communion Table. 
Let us worship God!  

 

GATHERING MUSIC  (tune at # 2 in More Voices) 
 

Come all you people, come and praise your Maker! 
Come all you people, come and praise your Maker! 
Come all you people, come and praise your Maker! 
Come now and worship the LORD! 

Come All You People (Uyai Mose). Words: Alexander Gondo, Zimbabwe; English paraphrase: I-to Loh. Mu Alex-
ander Gondo, Zimbabwe, notated by I-to Loh; Arrangement: John L. Bell, 1995. Words, music and English para-
phrase copyright © 1986 World Council of Churches. Arrangement copyright © 1995 by WGRG, Iona Community, 
Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., excl. N. American agent. 
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PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Almighty God, You have opened the door between heaven and earth,  
so that one is not separated from the other,  
and You have given us dual citizenship in both realms.   
May your Holy Spirit guide us as we live faithfully and loyally  
with Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN. 
 

HYMN # 27 (MV)  CREATOR GOD YOU GAVE US LIFE 
 

Creator God you gave us life, your image formed within our souls,  
yet through the mist of time and space, we search for that which makes us whole. 
Through hands that paint majestic skies, and voices chanting melody,  
with words that reach beyond the page, we comprehend your mystery.  
 

In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree, we see your great diversity,  
yet greater still we see your love, expressed in our humanity.  
Through hands that paint majestic skies, and voices chanting melody,  
with words that reach beyond the page, we comprehend your mystery.  
 

When with our hearts, our hands our minds, we share our gifts with all the world,  
our spirits soar beyond the veil, to touch the very face of God.  
Through hands that paint majestic skies, and voices chanting melody,  
with words that reach beyond the page, we comprehend your mystery.  
 

Creator God, You Gave Us Life. Words and music: Judith Snowdon, 2004. Words and music copyright © 2004 by 
Judith Snowdon. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of Mystery and Majesty, Conscience and Curiosity, and Master of Mercy, 
We are created in your image, able to think and theorize, able to form and reform,  
and You have blessed us with faith and freedom, and with hearts that hope for heaven,  
You have given us life and liberty and the freedom to make our own choices.  
As we suffer the consequences of our choices, give us courage to confess. 
Forgive the hurt we have harboured, the shame we have sown, and the brokenness we 
have blessed. Mercifully restore with your forgiveness and guidance.  This we ask      
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS:    Genesis 1: 1 – 5  
     John 1:  1 – 5 
    
A TEACHING TIME  (a time of learning for younger folk) 

 

TEACHING PRAYER  
In peace, dear God, I come to You through Jesus Christ who makes me new 
And while I run or play or rest, be with those whom I love best, 
Guide me in your Holy Way, as You walk with me each day, AMEN. 
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HYMN #  131 (MV)   YOU, CREATOR GOD, HAVE SEARCHED ME   
You, Creator God, have searched me and you know my ways.  
You perfectly understand me. It’s my cause of praise.  
I cannot escape your presence in air, land or sea.  
Your arms of love and protection are always with me.  
You know me, O God, you have made me.  
I am proud I’m the work of your hand.  
In my waking and sleeping moments,  
with my being I will praise your name.  
 

You created light and darkness and you love them both.  
You blessed the womb of my mother, you brought me to birth.  
In your image and your likeness wonderfully made.  
I will lift my voice to praise you, you are God indeed.  
You know me, O God, you have made me.  
I am proud I’m the work of your hand.  
In my waking and sleeping moments,  
with my being I will praise your name.  
 

You, Creator God, Have Searched Me. Words and Music: George Mulrain. Copyright © 2007 George Mulrain. 
Arrangement Copyright © 2007 The United Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under 
License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 

 

REFLECTION 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We are not alone.  We live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
 Who has created and is creating, 
 Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
  To reconcile and make new; 
 Who works in us and others by the Spirit.   
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church; 
 To celebrate God’s Presence,    
 To live with respect in creation,  
 To love and serve others,    
 To seek justice and resist evil,  
 To proclaim Jesus, 
  Crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.    
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Almighty and ever-present God, You have given your Son to this world,  
incarnated in the flesh of humanity and born with the breath of your Spirit,  
we offer to Christ our gifts, 
both visible and invisible,  
and use them and us  
for Your Glory and the good of all people.   
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The LORD is with you 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the LORD. 
Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
Blessed are You, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth.   
We praise You for the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
for His continued life with You in Glory  
and for his being the host of this meal with us in the Church.  
He has taken away the sins of the world and brought us into unity with You. 
Therefore, we join our voices with the angels and archangels  
and all the company of the redeemed to sing your praises.   
 

    (singing) 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 
Blessed is HE, blessed are we, blessed are all who come. 
Hosannas ring, Archangels sing, Blessed are all who come. 
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your Light, 
Glory to You our God! 

 

On the Night of the Passover, our Lord sat at table with his friends as He sits at Table 
with us now.  He took bread, gave You thanks, broke the bread and gave it to his disci-
ples saying, “This is my body broken for you, do this in remembrance of me.”   
 

Almighty God, we have broken open the Body of Your Word,  
heard your voice in scripture,  
recounted your story of redemption 
and, with Christ, are becoming part of your unfolding drama of salvation.  
 

When the meal was finished, Jesus raised his cup.  Again he gave You thanks and 
praise. Then he said to his disciples, “Drink from this cup all of you.”  This is the cup of 
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Covenant Renewal that binds us together in one Body with the blood of God flowing in 
us.  “Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Almighty God, we drink from a common cup of memory and in each of us flows the 
force of your presence. Strengthen us to do your will and to proclaim our faith. 
   (Singing) 
 

Christ is our life, God’s Incarnated WORD. 
Jesus Christ died and entered into death. 
Christ has arisen, death has lost its sting, 
Christ comes again to meet us in this Feast. 

 

Loving God,  
pour out your Holy Spirit upon our offerings of bread and wine.  
Grant that they may be for us the Body and Blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Loving God,  
pour out your Spirit on all who share this Feast that we may be for the world, 
the Living Presence of Christ, serving and reconciling all people to you. 
 

Remember your Church scattered on the face of this earth,  
gather her in unity and preserve her in truth.  
 

Remember our friends who have gone before us into the richness of your Presence, es-
pecially ------- and -------- and all those whom we mention in silence. 
 
In communion with them and with all creation, we worship and glorify You always. 
 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy Church,  
all glory and honour is yours, Almighty God, now and forever, 
 

     (singing) 
 

    Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 

                   THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

                             SHARING THE SACRAMENT 
 

HYMN #  161 (MV)  I HAVE CALLED YOU BY YOUR NAME 
I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 

I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can claim, 
offer Jesus' body, given long ago. 
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I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation's ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
hold the hem of Jesus' robe, then let it go. 
 

I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

 
I Have Called You By Your Name. Words and Music: Daniel Charles Damon. Words and music copyright © 1995 
Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights 
reserved. 

  

PARTING PRAYER (in unison) 
Bless to us, O God, this day,   
The doors we open,  the thresholds we cross,  and all the roads that lie before us. 

 Go with us always as we go, and, at the close of our day, welcome us home. 
 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLE  
We are reminded that the Light of Christ is not in candles nor institutions  
but within each of us.  We are the Light of the World 

 

EXCHANGING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
    Mention someone’s name and hold them in your heart. 

 
 

CHORAL PARTING PRAYER   (MV # 214) 
May God’s sheltering wings, Her gathering wings protect you, 
May God’s nurturing arms, His cradling arms, sustain you, 
And hold you in Their love! And hold you in God’s love.  
 

May God’s Sheltering Wings. Words and Music: Judith Snowdon Words and music copyright © Judith Snowdon 
2004 All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 

 

COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION  
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License # A-734202. All rights reserved. 
 

We will continue with the Virtual service option using the same links and registration process 
as we have in place now. Register at www.portwallisunitedchurch.ca/virtual. 


